The other important event was caused by just an ordinary
architect, who decided that Bismarck's Palace in the
Wilhelm Strasse, now the official residence of the President
of the Reich, required considerable repair. Because of their
long-standing friendship, von Papen invited Hindenburg to
lodge with him in the Reichs Chancellery, until the repairs to
the Palace were completed. Hindenburg, in accepting,
forgot that his new landlord had in turn no title to his tenancy.
There in the garden, shielded from observation by the
high wall at the back overlooking the Tiergarten, the two
took their morning constitutional. The President com-
plained of the things Oskar had passed on to him and about
the land settlement scheme, and Papen hinted at the
scandal of the Qsthilfe. Very soon, the old man saw what
Papen was driving at and the daily chats developed into
plans, which saw the light early in the new year.
From the beginning of December the Nazi Party was
the centre of disturbance* Naturally not apprised of
negotiations of its leaders, the many millions of members
of Hitler's movement became a still greater menace to the
internal peace of Germany and a danger to their own leaders.
A State had grown up within the State, for the many Nazi
welfare organizations had almost usurped the duties of
those of the National administration, while in certain areas,
with or without the approval of the authorities, auxiliary
police composed of storm troopers had come Into being.
The position became desperate, because these auxiliary
formations were all for revolutionary action, but that was
not Hitler's policy. Hitler's policy in internal politics,
since the abortive Putsch of 1923, had always been that
of the Hapsburgs (Divide et Impera) whom he had hated
so and whose people he was determined to bring into the
Reich once he gained power, and that policy has continued
in guiding Germany in her relations with all other Powers
ever since. Never use force when threats will achieve
the desired end. Never use force against others equally
strong or stronger, until it is certain that they will not
use their force in any case. Never lose sight of the goal
to be attained and never ease up once the antagonist starts
to retreat from -his original position,